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Judge alters Trump's gag order, letting him talk about witnesses, 
jury after hush money conviction 


Judge Juan Merchan poses for a photo in his chambers in New York, March 14, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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By MICHAEL R. SISAK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A Man- 
hattan judge on Tuesday 
modified Donald Trump's 
gag order, freeing the 
former president to com- 
ment publicly about wit- 
nesses and jurors in the 
hush money criminal trial 
that led to his felony con- 
viction, but keeping others 
connected to the case off 
limits until he is sentenced 
July 11. 
Judge Juan M. Merchan's 
decision — just days before 
Trump's debate Thursday 
with President Joe Biden 
— clears the presumptive 
Republican 
nominee 
to 
again go on the attack 
against his lawyer-turned- 
foe lawyer Michael Cohen, 
porn actor Stormy Daniels 
and other trial witnesses. 
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Judge alters Trump's gag order, letting him talk about witnesses, 
jury after hush money conviction 


Continued from Front 


Trump was convicted in 
New York on May 30 of falsi- 
fying records to cover up a 
potential sex scandal, mak- 
ing him the first ex-president 
convicted of a crime. 
In a five-page ruling, Mer- 
chan wrote that the gag 
order was meant to "pro- 
tect the integrity of the ju- 
dicial 
proceedings" 
and 
that protections for wit- 
nesses and jurors no longer 
applied now that the trial 
has ended and the jury has 
been discharged. 
Merchan said it had been 
his "strong preference" to 
continue 
barring 
Trump 
from commenting about 
jurors, whose names have 
not been made public, but 
that he couldn't justify do- 
ing so. The judge did leave 
in place a separate order 
prohibiting Trump and his 
lawyers from disclosing the 
identities of individual jurors 
or their addresses. Trump 
lawyer Todd Blanche said 
after the verdict the de- 
fense team has destroyed 
that information. 
"There is ample evidence to 
justify continued concern 
for the jurors," Merchan 
wrote. 
Merchan also left in place 
a ban on Trump comment- 
ing about court staffers, 
the prosecution team and 
their families until he is sen- 
tenced, writing that they 
must "continue to perform 
their lawful duties free from 
threats, intimidation, har- 
assment, and harm." Those 
restrictions do not prohibit 
Trump from commenting 
about the judge himself 
or District Attorney Alvin 
Bragg, whose office pros- 
ecuted the case. 
Trump's lawyers had urged 
Merchan to lift the gag or- 
der completely, arguing 
there was nothing to war- 


rant restricting Trump's First 
Amendment 
rights 
after 
the trial's conclusion. Trump 
has said the gag order pre- 
vented him from defend- 
ing himself while Cohen 
and Daniels continued to 
pillory him. Though largely 
a win for Trump, his cam- 
paign spokesperson Steven 
Cheung 
criticized 
Tues- 
day's ruling as "another un- 
lawful decision by a highly 
conflicted judge, which is 
blatantly un-American as it 
gags President Trump, the 
leading candidate in the 
2024 Presidential Election 
during the upcoming Presi- 
dential Debate on Thurs- 
day." 
Cheung said Trump and his 
lawyers "will immediately 
challenge today's uncon- 
stitutional order," arguing 
that portions of the gag 
order still in effect prevent 
him from speaking about 
the judge, whom he alleg- 
es had a conflict of interest, 
or repeating his unfounded 
claims that Biden directed 
the prosecution. 
The Manhattan DA's of- 


fice had asked Merchan to 
keep the gag order's ban 
on comments about the 
jury and trial staff in place 
at least until Trump is sen- 
tenced, but said last week 
they would be OK allowing 
Trump to comment about 
witnesses now that the trial 
is over. 
A message seeking com- 
ment was left with the Man- 
hattan DA's office. 
Cohen, who testified for 
four days against his ex- 
boss, reacted to the ruling 
via text message. He wrote: 
"For the past 6 years, Donald 
and acolytes have been 
making 
constant 
nega- 
tive statements about me. 
Donald's failed strategy of 
discrediting me so that he 
can avoid accountability 
didn't work then and won't 
work now." 
Daniels' lawyer Clark Brews- 
ter said they "have nothing 
but respect" for Merchan 
and defer to his post-ver- 
dict review of the gag or- 
der "in the context of free 
speech and any continu- 
ing danger to the judicial 


process." 
"His decision to impose re- 
strictions on Mr. Trump, as it 
related to reckless and un- 
relenting character attacks 
on court personnel, trial 
witnesses, and potentially 
jurors was extraordinary but 
clearly justified given the 
defendant's uncontrollable 
daily rants," Brewster said. 
Trump was convicted on 34 
counts of falsifying business 
records arising from what 
prosecutors said was an at- 
tempt to cover up a hush 
money payment to Daniels 
just before the 2016 presi- 
dential election. She claims 
she had a sexual encoun- 
ter with Trump a decade 
earlier, which he denies. 
The crime is punishable 
by up to four years be- 
hind bars, but prosecutors 
haven't said if they would 
seek incarceration and it's 
unclear if Merchan would 
impose such a sentence. 
Other options include a 
fine or probation. 
Following his conviction, 
Trump complained he was 
under a "nasty gag order," 


while also testing its limits. 
In remarks a day after his 
conviction, Trump referred 
to Cohen as "a sleazebag," 
though not by name. 
In a subsequent Newsmax 
interview, Trump took issue 
with jury and its makeup, 
complaining about Man- 
hattan, "It's a very, very 
liberal democrat area so 
I knew we were in deep 
trouble," and claiming: "I 
never saw a glimmer of a 
smile from the jury. No, this 
was a venue that was very 
unfair. A tiny fraction of the 
people are Republicans." 
Trump's lawyers, who said 
they were under the im- 
pression the gag order 
would end with a verdict, 
wrote to Merchan on June 
4 asking him to lift the order. 
Prosecutors wanted Mer- 
chan to keep the gag or- 
der's ban on comments 
about jurors and trial staff 
"at least through the sen- 
tencing hearing and the 
resolution of any post-trial 
motions." They argued the 
judge had "an obligation 
to protect the integrity of 
these proceedings and the 
fair administration of jus- 
tice." 
Merchan 
issued 
Trump's 
gag order on March 26, a 
few weeks before the start 
of the trial, after prosecu- 
tors raised concerns about 
the presumptive Republi- 
can presidential nominee's 
propensity to assail people 
involved in his cases. 
Merchan later expanded 
it to prohibit comments 
about his own family after 
Trump made social media 
posts attacking the judge's 
daughter, a Democratic 
political consultant. 
During the trial, Merchan 
held Trump in contempt of 
court, fined him $10,000 for 
violating the gag order and 
threatened to put him in jail 
if he did it again.q 


Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally, 
June 22, 2024, at Temple University in Philadelphia. 
Associated Press 


the country’s young people 
and asked Congress to re- 
quire warning labels on so- 
cial media platforms similar 


to those on cigarette boxes. 
But he also has faced 
mounting 
pressure 
from 
some doctors and Demo- 


cratic advocacy groups to 
speak out more. 
“It is now time for us to take 
this issue out of the realm 
of politics and put it in the 
realm of public health, the 
way we did with smoking 
more than a half century 
ago,” Murthy told the AP. 
It was a 1964 report from the 
surgeon general that raised 
awareness about the dan- 
gers of smoking is largely 
credited with reducing to- 
bacco use and precipitat- 
ing regulations on the indus- 
try. 
Murthy now hopes his advi- 
sory on guns will shift the con- 
versation, too, on this issue. 
He has been encouraged 
by some developments in 
Congress, including the pas- 
sage of the Bipartisan Safer 
Communities Act in 2022 
that enhanced background 
checks for firearms.q 
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By AMANDA SEITZ 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. surgeon general on 
Tuesday declared gun vio- 
lence a public health crisis, 
driven by the fast-growing 
number 
of 
injuries 
and 
deaths involving firearms in 
the country. 
The advisory issued by Dr. 
Vivek Murthy, the nation’s 
top doctor, came as the 
U.S. grappled with another 
summer weekend marked 
by mass shootings that left 
dozens of people dead or 
wounded. 
“People want to be able to 
walk through their neighbor- 
hoods and be safe,” Murthy 
told The Associated Press in 
a phone interview. “Ameri- 
ca should be a place where 
all of us can go to school, 
go to work, go to the super- 
market, go to our house of 
worship, without having to 
worry that that’s going to 
put our life at risk.” 
To drive down gun deaths, 
Murthy calls on the U.S. to 
ban automatic rifles, intro- 
duce universal background 
checks for purchasing guns, 
regulate the industry, pass 
laws that would restrict their 
use in public spaces and 
penalize people who fail to 
safely store their weapons. 
None of those suggestions 
can be implemented na- 
tionwide without legislation 
passed by Congress, which 
typically recoils at gun con- 
trol measures. Some state 
legislatures, however, have 
enacted or may consider 
some of the surgeon gen- 
eral’s proposals. 
Surgeon General Murthy 
said there is “broad agree- 
ment” that gun violence 
is a problem, citing a poll 
last year that found most 
Americans worry at least 
sometimes that a loved 
one might be injured by a 
firearm. More than 48,000 
Americans died from gun 
injuries in 2022. 
Doctors quickly praised Mur- 
thy’s advisory. The American 
Academy of Family Phy- 
sicians, for example, has 
considered gun violence a 
public health epidemic for 
over a decade. 
“Family 
physicians 
have 
long understood, and have 
seen first hand, the devas- 
tating impact firearm vio- 
lence has on our patients 


and the communities we 
serve,” the group’s presi- 
dent, Steven Furr, said in a 
statement. 
Murthy’s advisory, howev- 
er, promises to be contro- 
versial with the gun lobby 
and will certainly incense 
Republican 
lawmakers, 
most of whom opposed his 
confirmation twice to the 
job over his statements on 
gun violence. The National 
Rifle Association promptly 
rebuked Murthy’s advisory. 
“This is an extension of the 
Biden Administration’s war 
on law-abiding gun own- 
ers,” Randy Kozuch, the or- 
ganization’s president, said 
in a statement on X. 
It was the NRA, and Re- 
publicans who enjoy the 
powerful gun lobby’s sup- 
port, that almost derailed 
Murthy’s confirmation as 
surgeon general a decade 
ago. Murthy became qui- 
eter on the issue of gun vio- 
lence after his past state- 
ments almost cost him the 
job. He ended up promising 
the Senate that he did “not 
intend to use my office as 
surgeon general as a bully 
pulpit on gun control.” Then- 
President Donald Trump dis- 
missed Murthy in 2017, but 
President Joe Biden nomi- 
nated him again to the po- 
sition in 2021. 
Murthy has published warn- 
ings about troubling health 
trends in American life, in- 
cluding loneliness and so- 
cial media use. In an opinion 
piece in The New York Times 
this month, he said social 
media has contributed to a 
mental health crisis among 


Surgeon General Vivek Murthy speaks during an Archewell Foundation panel discussion in New 
York City, Oct. 10, 2023. 
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Midwestern carbon dioxide pipeline project gets approval in 
Iowa, but still has a long way to go 


By JACK DURA 
Associated Press 
Iowa public utility regula- 
tors on Tuesday approved 
a controversial carbon di- 
oxide pipeline for transport- 
ing emissions of the climate- 
warming greenhouse gas 
for storage underground 
in a win for Summit Carbon 
Solutions' project after set- 
backs in other states and 
opposition from landowners 
around the Midwest. 
The company still has many 
hoops to jump through be- 
fore it can begin building 
in Iowa, including gaining 
other states' approval. 
The $5.5 billion, 2,500-mile 
(4,023.36 kilometers) pipeline 
network would carry planet- 
warming CO2 emissions, liq- 
uefied under pressure, from 
more than 50 ethanol plants 
in Iowa, Minnesota, Nebras- 
ka, North Dakota and South 
Dakota to be stored deep 
underground 
in 
central 
North Dakota. 
Farmers and the ethanol 
industry see the pipeline as 
a way to qualify for federal 
tax breaks they see as key 
for growing a market for a 
cleaner-burning 
aviation 
fuel. Corn is among the top 
two crops in the Midwest, 
and Iowa is the leader in 
corn and ethanol produc- 
tion. 
"Whether you think it's smart 
or silly, the world's largest 
airlines want to decarbon- 


ize their fuel. Carbon cap- 
ture and sequestration gets 
Iowa ethanol into that mar- 
ket, potentially providing a 
generational boost to Iowa's 
economy," Iowa Renewable 
Fuels Association Executive 
Director Monte Shaw said in 
a statement. 
Summit CEO Lee Blank wel- 
comed the decision in a 
statement. 
The project's opponents, in- 
cluding many landowners, 
fear their land will be taken 
for the pipeline and that a 


potential pipeline rupture 
could release dangerous 
CO2 gas. A coalition oppos- 
ing Summit's project vowed 
to fight the Iowa board's 
decision. 
Landowner attorney Brian 
Jorde said the decision was 
expected, with a lengthy 
process 
for 
Summit 
still 
ahead, such as applying in 
South Dakota. 
"It's just one small thing in a 
maze, in a track-and-field 
event full of hurdles that they 
have to get over," Jorde 


said. 
The Iowa Utilities Board ap- 
proved Summit's January 
2022 application for a per- 
mit to build and operate 
the pipeline. But before the 
board issues the permit, the 
company must file proof of 
an insurance policy of at 
least $100 million to pay for 
any damages resulting from 
the pipeline project. Summit 
must provide proof of the in- 
surance annually. 
The company also can't start 
construction until it has ap- 


provals from North Dakota 
and South Dakota, includ- 
ing for routes in both states 
and underground storage 
in North Dakota. Summit 
also needs approvals from 
Minnesota and in Nebraska 
before it can begin to build 
lines out to ethanol plants in 
those states. 
The Iowa regulators' decision 
comes after hearings last 
year and setbacks in other 
states. North Dakota regula- 
tors denied a siting permit in 
August, but later agreed to 
reconsider. Hearings on the 
underground storage pro- 
posal were held earlier this 
month. 
South Dakota regulators de- 
nied Summit's application 
in September; Summit said 
it plans to file again in early 
July. In Nebraska, where 
Summit must work with indi- 
vidual counties, at least one 
county has denied a permit. 
The Iowa panel also grant- 
ed the company the right 
of eminent domain over 
numerous parcels of land, 
but only after the permit is 
issued. The extent of Sum- 
mit's eminent domain pow- 
ers wasn't immediately clear 
from the 500-page order. 
The board denied use of 
some parcels of land; oth- 
ers require modifications to 
the route. Eminent domain is 
the taking of private land for 
public use with compensa- 
tion for landowners.q 


A sign reading "Property rights matter, no CO2" stands near Strasburg, N.D., Jan. 11, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Lawmakers in a New York county pass transgender athlete ban 
after earlier ban is thrown out in court 


MINEOLA, N.Y. (AP) — A 
county legislature outside 
New York City has voted 
to bar transgender female 


athletes from playing on 
girls' and women's teams 
at county-owned facilities 
after a bid to restrict trans 
athletes by executive order 
was thrown out in court. 
The Republican-controlled 
Nassau County Legislature 
voted 12-5 on Monday to 
bar trans athletes from play- 
ing at county-owned facili- 
ties unless they compete on 
teams matching the gender 
they were assigned at birth 
or on coed teams. 
The move followed Republi- 
can County Executive Bruce 
Blakeman's Feb. 22 execu- 
tive order attempting to en- 
act a similar ban. 


A judge ruled in May that 
Blakeman had issued his or- 
der "despite there being no 
corresponding 
legislative 
enactment" providing him 
with such authority. Blake- 
man is now expected to 
sign the bill into law. 
The New York Times reports 
that transgender advocates 
packed Monday's meet- 
ing holding signs that read 
"trans women are women." 
Republican Legislator John. 
R. Ferretti Jr. said the bill was 
not a transgender ban since 
trans women would still be 
able to compete, just in 
men's or coed leagues. 
Audience members chant- 


ed "lies!" 
Blakeman had said his ear- 
lier ban was meant to pro- 
tect girls and women from 
getting injured while com- 
peting against transgen- 
der women. It would have 
affected more than 100 
sports facilities in the county 
on Long Island next to New 
York City. 
Blakeman's executive or- 
der was challenged by 
state Attorney General Le- 
titia James, who issued a 
cease and desist letter, and 
by a women's roller derby 
league, the Long Island 
Roller Rebels, which filed a 
lawsuit over the ban.q 


Nassau County Executive Bruce Blakeman, at podium, speaks 
during a news conference, March 6, 2024, in Mineola, N.Y. 
Associated Press 
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By TIA GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel’s 
Supreme Court on Tuesday 
ruled unanimously that the 
military must begin draft- 
ing ultra-Orthodox men for 
compulsory service, a land- 
mark decision that could 
lead to the collapse of 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu’s governing coali- 
tion as Israel continues to 
wage war in Gaza. 
The historic ruling effectively 
puts an end to a decades- 
old system that granted 
ultra-Orthodox men broad 
exemptions from military 
service while maintaining 
mandatory enlistment for 
the country’s secular Jewish 
majority. The arrangement, 
deemed discriminatory by 
critics, has created a deep 
chasm in Israel’s Jewish ma- 
jority over who should shoul- 
der the burden of protect- 
ing the country. 
The court struck down a law 
that codified exemptions in 
2017, but repeated court 
extensions 
and 
govern- 
ment delaying tactics over 
a replacement dragged 
out a resolution for years. 
The court ruled that in the 
absence of a law, Israel’s 
compulsory military service 
applies to the ultra-Ortho- 
dox like any other citizen. 
Under 
longstanding 
ar- 
rangements, ultra-Orthodox 
men have been exempt 
from the draft, which is 
compulsory for most Jew- 
ish men and women, who 
serve three and two years 
respectively as well as re- 
serve duty until around age 
40. 
These 
exemptions 
have 
long been a source of an- 
ger among the secular 
public, a divide that has 
widened during the eight- 
month-old war, as the mili- 
tary has called up tens of 
thousands of soldiers and 
says it needs all the man- 
power it can get. Over 600 
soldiers have been killed 
since Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack. 
Politically powerful ultra- 
Orthodox parties, key part- 
ners in Netanyahu’s gov- 
erning coalition, oppose 
any change to the current 
system. If the exemptions 
are ended, they could bolt 
the coalition, causing the 


government to collapse 
and likely leading to new 
elections at a time when its 
popularity has dropped. 
In the current environment, 
Netanyahu could have a 
hard time delaying the mat- 
ter any further or passing 
laws to restore the exemp- 
tions. 
During 
arguments, 
government lawyers told 
the court that forcing ul- 
tra-Orthodox men to enlist 
would “tear Israeli society 
apart.” 
The ultra-Orthodox see their 
full-time religious study as 
their part in protecting the 
state. 
Many fear that greater con- 
tact with secular society 
through the military will dis- 
tance adherents from strict 
observance of the faith. 
A statement from Netan- 
yahu’s Likud party criticized 
the ruling, saying a bill in 
parliament backed by the 
Israeli leader would address 
the draft issue. Critics say it 
falls short of Israel’s wartime 
needs. 
“The real solution to the 
draft problem is not a Su- 
preme Court ruling,” the 
statement said. 
In its ruling, the court found 
that the state was carry- 
ing out “invalid selective 
enforcement, which repre- 
sents a serious violation of 
the rule of law, and the prin- 
ciple according to which all 
individuals are equal before 
the law.” 


It did not say how many 
ultra-Orthodox should be 
drafted, but the military has 
said it is capable of enlisting 
3,000 this year. 
The security establishment 
must “act immediately to 
implement the ruling” and 
enlist at least that many 
ultra-Orthodox soldiers in 
the coming year, the At- 
torney General’s Office de- 
manded in a letter to legal 
advisors for the defense 
establishment, the Finance 
Ministry and the Ministry of 
Education. 
Some 66,000 ultra-Orthodox 
men are now eligible for en- 
listment, according to Shuki 
Friedman, an expert on re- 
ligion and state affairs and 
the vice-president of the 
Jewish People Policy Insti- 
tute, a Jerusalem think tank. 
The ruling of Israel’s high- 
est court must be followed, 
and the military is expected 
to begin doing so once it 
forms a plan for how to draft 
thousands of members of a 
population that’s deeply 
opposed to service, and 
which follows a cloistered 
and modest lifestyle the 
military may not be imme- 
diately prepared to accom- 
modate. The army had no 
immediate comment. 
The court also ruled that 
state subsidies for seminar- 
ies where exempted ultra- 
Orthodox men study should 
remain 
suspended. 
The 
court temporarily froze the 


seminary budgets earlier 
this year. 
In a post on the social plat- 
form X, Cabinet minister Yit- 
zhak Goldknopf, who heads 
one of the ultra-Orthodox 
parties in the coalition, 
called the ruling “very un- 
fortunate and disappoint- 
ing.” He did not say wheth- 
er his party would bolt the 
government. 
Israel’s 
ultra-Orthodox 
make up roughly 13% of 
the 9.9 million population. 
The community has a high 
birthrate, making it the fast- 
est-growing segment of the 
population, at about 4% an- 
nually. Each year, roughly 
13,000 ultra-Orthodox males 
reach the conscription age 
of 18 but less than 10% en- 
list, according to the Israeli 
parliament’s State Control 
Committee. 
Ultra-Orthodox men attend 
special seminaries that fo- 
cus on religious studies, with 
little attention on secular 
topics such as math, Eng- 
lish or science. Critics have 
said they are ill-prepared to 
serve in the military or enter 
the secular work force. 
Religious women generally 
receive exemptions that 
are not as controversial, in 
part because women are 
not expected to serve in 
combat units. 
The court ruling does not 
address the status of Israel’s 
Palestinian 
citizens, 
who 
are not expected to serve 


and most of whom do not. 
As descendants of Palestin- 
ians who remained in Israel 
after the 1948 war that led 
to its creation, their ties to 
the military are fraught and 
some in Israel see them as 
a fifth column because of 
their solidarity with Palestin- 
ians in Gaza and the West 
Bank. 
Tuesday’s ruling now sets 
the stage for growing fric- 
tion within the coalition over 
the draft issue. Ultra-Ortho- 
dox lawmakers are likely to 
face intense pressure from 
religious leaders and their 
constituents and may have 
to decide whether remain- 
ing in the government is 
worthwhile for them. Previ- 
ous court rulings on the issue 
and threats of enlistment 
have sparked protests and 
violence between the ultra- 
Orthodox and police. 
Friedman said the ultra- 
Orthodox “understand that 
they don’t have a better 
political alternative, but at 
the same time their public 
is saying ‘why did we vote 
for you?’” 
The exemptions have faced 
years of legal challenges 
and a string of court deci- 
sions has found the system 
unjust. But Israeli leaders, 
under pressure from ultra- 
Orthodox parties, have re- 
peatedly stalled. 
The Movement for Qual- 
ity Government in Israel, 
which has helped lead 
the challenge against the 
exemptions, called on the 
government to immediate- 
ly draft all eligible seminary 
students. 
“This is their legal and moral 
duty, especially in light of 
the complex security situa- 
tion and the urgent need 
for personnel” in the army, 
said Tomer Naor, head of 
the group’s legal depart- 
ment. 
Netanyahu’s 
coalition 
is 
buoyed by two ultra-Ortho- 
dox parties who oppose in- 
creasing enlistment for their 
constituents. The long-serv- 
ing Israeli leader has tried to 
adhere to the court’s rulings 
while also scrambling to pre- 
serve his coalition. But with 
a slim majority of 64 seats 
in the 120-member parlia- 
ment, he’s often beholden 
to the smaller parties.q 


Israeli police officers remove an ultra-Orthodox Jewish man from the street during a protest 
against army recruitment in Jerusalem on June 2, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Israel’s high court orders the army to draft ultra-Orthodox men, 
rattling Netanyahu’s government 
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BANGKOK (AP) — The Unit- 
ed Nations’ food agency 
on Tuesday strongly con- 
demned the looting of food 
supplies and burning of 
one of its warehouses over 
the weekend in a war-torn 
area in Myanmar’s western 
state of Rakhine. 
A statement released by 
the World Food Program 
said the destroyed building 
in Rakhine’s Maungdaw 
township held 1,175 metric 
tons (1,295 U.S. tons) of food 
and supplies — enough to 
sustain 64,000 people for a 
month in case of an emer- 
gency. 
The incident, which hap- 
pened on Sunday, makes 
even more desperate a 
humanitarian crisis caused 
by bitter fighting between 
Myanmar’s military govern- 
ment and guerrillas of the 
Arakan 
Army 
belonging 
the Rakhine ethnic minor- 
ity, which seeks autonomy 
from the central govern- 
ment. 
The wider context of the 
fighting is Myanmar’s na- 
tionwide civil war, in which 
pro-democracy 
guerrillas 
and ethnic minority armed 
forces battle the country’s 
military rulers, who took 
power in 2021 after the 
army ousted the elected 


government of Aung San 
Suu Kyi. 
The fiercest fighting is cur- 
rently taking place in Rakh- 
ine. The U.N. says that more 
than 3 million people have 
been 
displaced 
nation- 
wide by fighting since the 
2021 army takeover, caus- 
ing a massive and largely 


unmet need for humanitar- 
ian assistance. 
The WFP also called “on 
all parties to the conflict to 
uphold their obligations un- 
der International Humani- 
tarian Law to ensure that 
humanitarian facilities and 
assets are respected and 
protected, and safe and 


secure access is provided 
for the delivery of vital as- 
sistance to those in urgent 
need.” 
The 
statement 
did 
not 
identify the perpetrators 
of the looting. The Arakan 
Army blamed the attack 
on army soldiers and local 
Muslims said to be fighting 


alongside them. 
However, Nay San Lwin, 
a co-founder of the Free 
Rohingya 
Coalition, 
an 
advocacy group based 
outside of Myanmar, said 
in a message to The Associ- 
ated Press that members of 
both the Arakan Army and 
Myanmar’s 
military 
had 
been separately involved 
in the looting and burn- 
ing of the WFP warehouse, 
which 
held 
more 
than 
20,000 bags of rice. 
Maungdaw, 
in 
northern 
Rakhine and close to the 
country’s border with Ban- 
gladesh, appears to be on 
the verge of being seized 
by the Arakan Army. 
Several days ago, the guer- 
rilla group urged the resi- 
dents of Maungdaw, who 
are mostly from the Muslim 
Rohingya 
ethnic 
minor- 
ity, to evacuate from their 
houses urgently for their 
safety. 
In May, the Arakan Army 
took over another Rakhine 
city, which like Maungdaw 
has a majority Rohingya 
population. At the time, 
the 
military 
government 
and the Arakan Army each 
blamed the other for burn- 
ing down most of the city 
and forcing its residents to 
leave.q 


By CORAL MURPHY MAR- 
COS 
Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— Puerto Rico’s Justice De- 
partment announced Tues- 
day that it is suing at least 
30 ex-government officials 
accused of corruption to 
recover more than $30 mil- 
lion in public funds. 
Among those sued are 
three 
former 
legislators, 
including María Milagros 
Charbonier, who was sen- 
tenced in May to eight 
years in federal prison after 
being found guilty of theft, 
bribery and a kickback 
scheme. “We are going 
to recover the Puerto Ri- 
can people’s money and 
claim an amount that to- 
tals three times the dam- 


age caused by those who 
have illegally appropriated 
public funds,” said Domin- 
go Emanuelli, the U.S. terri- 
tory’s justice secretary. 


Also sued are eight former 
mayors including Félix Del- 
gado of Cataño and Án- 
gel Pérez of Guaynabo. 
Delgado was sentenced to 


one year in federal prison 
in March after pleading 
guilty to accepting bribes 
in exchange for awarding 
millions of dollars’ worth of 
municipal contracts. Pérez 
was sentenced to more 
than five years in federal 
prison in February after be- 
ing found guilty of bribery 
and extorsion. 
Their attorneys could not 
be immediately reached 
for comment. 
Puerto Rico’s Justice De- 
partment had long been 
accused of not cracking 
down sufficiently on wide- 
spread government cor- 
ruption on the island, with 
federal authorities taking 
the reins in recent years. 
“For the first time on the 
island, the Puerto Rican 


Justice Department sued 
more than 30 convicts for 
corruption with the purpose 
of recovering public funds 
and demanding repara- 
tion for the damages they 
caused to the Puerto Rican 
people,” Emanuelli said. 
The department also sued 
two companies: J. R. As- 
phalt, 
Inc., 
and 
Waste 
Collection Corp. Federal 
authorities have previously 
accused them of being 
linked to government cor- 
ruption cases. 
The Department of Justice 
stated that, according to 
the civil procedural rules of 
the U.S. territory, it could im- 
plement provisional mea- 
sures to recover assets and 
restrict 
the 
defendants’ 
ability to sell property.q 


Demonstrators hold papers printed with Aung San Suu Kyi’s famous quote ‘’The only real prison 
is fear, and the only real freedom is freedom from fear’’ as they rally to mark her 79th birthday in 
Launglon township in Tanintharyi region, Myanmar, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. 
Associated Press 


U.N. World Food Program decries looting and burning of its 
warehouse in western Myanmar combat zone 


A Puerto Rican national flag flies in front of the Capitol building 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico, July 29, 2015. 


Associated Press 


Puerto Rico sues former officials accused of corruption to recover 
more than $30M in public funds 
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Dining in? Try making a local favorite 
How to make “funchi hasa” 


(Oranjestad)—A night in can be 
just as fun as a night out on the 
town, especially if you got the right 
snacks to munch on. One of the 
most famous Aruban snacks or ap- 
petizers is “funchi hasa” (fried po- 
lenta sticks). A super easy meal 
that adults and children will both 
enjoy. Here’s how to make it! 


Before we start, get to know the 
basics 
So what is funchi hasa? Funchi, or 
Aruban polenta, is a popular side 
dish for local dishes, like soups, 
stews and fried fish. Made from a 
corn flour, water and butter mix- 
ture, this appetizer is traditionally 
eaten alongside a warm meal. 
However, locals also like to fry 


sticks of funchi for a quick and fill- 
ing snack. 


Ingredients (measured by heart) 
1. Polenta flour* 
2. Water 
3. Butter 
4. Salt to taste 


Directions 
Bring water to a boil in a medium- 
sized sauce pan. Add in some salt 
and butter to taste in the boiling 
water and let this dissolve and 
melt. Then, gradually add the flour 
while stirring with a wooden spoon. 
The mixture will start to begin to 
harden pretty fast, so be careful 
not to add too much. At this phase 
of cooking, you want a goopy 


thick mixture, but thin enough so 
you can continue to stir to get all 
the lumps out. 


After reaching a semi-firm, yet flex- 
ible texture, grab a baking pan or 
any large, deep plate, and pour 
the mixture in. Be sure that this 
plate is wet or greased so that the 
mixture does not stick to the bot- 
tom. Let this cool completely while 
it firms up for the last time. Once 
it’s cooled you can enjoy it as is, 
topped with some butter or shred- 
ded cheese. Or, you can take it to 
another level of deliciousness. 


When your funchi is firm enough, 
cut it into strips (size is up to you). 
Heat up some oil in a pan and fry 


those babies up! After frying, you 
can top it with some cheese or 
enjoy it with your favorite dipping 
sauce. 


Note: We recommend the FUNCHI 
FRESKU polenta flour brand that is 
sold in all supermarkets on the is- 
land. You can also use yellow corn 
flour from the brand PAN.q 


Photo credit of fried funchi sticks: Jac- 
queline Felida on Pinterest. 


Create museum memories 


ORANJESTAD — Museums 
are an integral part of con- 
serving and honoring cul- 
tures, and Aruba is no ex- 
ception. Our Island has a 
wide selection of various 
museums for our locals and 
visitors to see. Take this op- 
portunity to learn about our 
island and experience a 
different day beyond the 
beach. Let us introduce to 
you these museums. 


Museum of Industry Aruba 
The Museum of Industry is lo- 
cated in San Nicolas—bet- 
ter known as the art capital 
of Aruba. This museum ex- 
hibits the industrial history of 
gold, aloe, phosphate, oil 
and tourism through elabo- 
rated displays and multi- 
media installations. 
The Museum of Industry is 
situated in the Water Tower 
in San Nicolas and narrates 
Aruba's industrial history, 


which began in the 19th 
century. The Water Tower 
was built in 1939 and con- 
sists of three sections: the 
substructure, the high-rising 
vertical shaft, and the tank 
at the top. The Water Tow- 
er was purchased by the 
Monuments Fund in 2003 so 
it can be restored and pre- 
served as one of Aruba's 
monuments. The Museum 
of Industry is part of Aruba 
Museum Foundation (Fun- 
dacion 
Museo 
Aruban), 
which is a foundation set 
to maintain, preserve, and 
protect the Aruban cultural 
sector, history, and nature. 
The museum of Industry is 
open daily from 9 am till 6 
pm. 
For 
more 
information, 
check out their Facebook 
page Museum of Industry 
Aruba. 


Archaeological Museum of 
Aruba 
The Archaeological Mu- 
seum of Aruba is located 
at Schelpstraat 42 in down- 
town Oranjestad. The reno- 
vated historic Ecury com- 
plex in the area has been 


transformed from a family 
home to a modern museum 
that preserves Aruba’s Am- 
erindian cultural heritage. 
This 21st century museum 
is especially designed to 
preserve valuable artifacts 
dating back to the Pre-Ce- 
ramic period of 2500 BC. 


In the late 1980’s, AMA 
identified its need for an 
adequate housing for its 
collection and activities. 
After studying various op- 
tions, a project proposal 
was drawn up, including 
the acquisition and restora- 
tion of historical buildings in 
downtown Oranjestad. 


These historical buildings 
were formerly the proper- 
ty of the Ecury family. The 
“Ecury Complex”, is a clus- 
ter of single and two-story 
historic 
buildings, 
mainly 
Dutch colonial architec- 
ture from the late 19th and 
20th century on a plot of 
approximately 1.700 m2. 


In 1997, the Aruban Govern- 
ment bought the complex 
for the National Archaeo- 


logical Museum project. 
In 2004, a financial agree- 
ment was signed with the 
European 
Development 
Fund and in 2006, restora- 
tion and construction work 
began on the monumen- 
tal buildings and the soon- 
to-be exhibition space. In 
December 2007, the key to 
the complex was delivered 
and the museum’s employ- 
ees moved to the new lo- 
cation. The final design for 
the exhibit was completed 
in November 2007 and 
the permanent exhibit, fi- 
nanced by the Aruban 
Government and the Union 
of Cultural Organizations 
(UNOCA), opened in July 
2009. 


At the new location, the 
National 
Archaeological 
Museum Aruba disposes of 


approximately 500 m2 for 
its permanent exhibit. This 
exhibit conveys information 
on the origin and culture of 
the first inhabitants of the 
island through archaeo- 
logical objects and mod- 
ern exhibition techniques. 
The new permanent exhibit 
gives the visitor an insight 
into the cultures that in- 
habited the island in Pre- 
Historical and Early Histori- 
cal times. The museum also 
hosts attractive public pro- 
grams, including lectures, 
educational projects, tem- 
porary exhibits and work- 
shops. 


The museum is open daily 
from 9:30 am till 4:30 pm. 
For more information check 
out the Facebook page 
Museo Arqueologico Na- 
cional Aruba.q 
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Stay Connected and Relaxed with SETAR in Aruba! 


SETAR, the island's premier Tele- 
com provider, is a pioneer in 
shaping connectivity in Aruba. 
SETAR has become indispensable 
to Aruba's vibrant tech landscape 
by delivering lightning-fast net- 
works to local communities and 
visitors. The island is transforming 
with SETAR's ambitious project to 
convert the entire island to fiber, 
revolutionizing how Aruba stays 
connected, and marking a signifi- 
cant leap in innovation and firmly 
establishing Aruba as one of the 
most technologically advanced 
islands in the Caribbean. 


With stores around the island and 
services designed to keep all visi- 
tors connected, whether they're 
coming for vacation or work, SE- 
TAR ensures you stay in touch ef- 
fortlessly. Revel in the high speed 
Internet on Aruba's exceptional 
Fixed and Mobile Networks, ensur- 
ing you're connected wherever 
your adventure takes you. 


Are you eager to start your expe- 
rience? Start by purchasing your 
SETAR Tourist SIM at the TeleKiosk 
in the Arrival Hall of Aruba's Airport. 


Tourist SIM 
Paradise awaits in Aruba, and SE- 
TAR, is here to enhance your tropi- 
cal adventure with our exclusive 


Tourist Bundles! Stay connected, 
share the magic, and make the 
most of your Aruban escape with 
seamless communication. 


Tourist Bundles to Suit Your Journey: 
Tourist Bundles - 7 Days (35GB) 
•	 
UNLIMITED Data [5GB DAILY] 
•	 
200 Minutes on-net to Fixed 
and Mobile 
•	 
30 Minutes to other providers 
and International 
•	 
50 SMS Local and International 
•	 
Valid for 7 Days 
•	 
For only $30 


Tourist Bundles - 14 Days (70GB) 
•	 
UNLIMITED Data [5GB DAILY] 
•	 
300 Minutes on-net to Fixed 
and Mobile 
•	 
60 Minutes to other providers 
and International 
•	 
50 SMS Local and International 
•	 
Valid for 14 Days 
•	 
For only $50 


When purchasing the bundle for 
the first time at one of our stores, 
the Tourist SIM card is FREE and is 
tailored for visitors staying a few 
weeks in Aruba. 
For visitors staying longer on the 
island, SETAR offers a flexible Pre- 
paid option that allows you to buy 
credit conveniently at any Tele- 
shop, gas station, minimarket, or 
supermarket. This prepaid credit 


provides you the freedom to call 
anytime or choose from the differ- 
ent Prepaid bundles SETAR offers: 
Data Bundles: Stay connected 
with 
high-speed 
Internet 
and 
choose from various data options 
to suit your needs. 
One Bundle: Enjoy the conve- 
nience of bundled SMS, Voice, 
and Data in one package. 
SETAR ensures you have the best 
communication experience dur- 
ing your time in Aruba. 


Makes your Workcation in Para- 
dise Effortless 
Are you planning a trip to Aruba 
that blends business with leisure, 
or perhaps seeking a remote work 
setup? Whether you're coming to 
Aruba for business or to embrace 
a 'workcation,' SETAR has tailored 
solutions to ensure seamless and 
uninterrupted connectivity during 
your stay. 
Stay productive while enjoying 
the beauty of Aruba. SETAR de- 
signed flexible plans and reliable 
services to cater to your needs, 
providing you with the connectiv- 
ity required for work and play. Go 
to the TeleKiosk in the Arrival Hall 
of Aruba’s Airport and ask for the 
Prepaid Wireless Home Internet for 
seamless connectivity. Enjoy the 
fastest Internet speeds with our 
Wireless Home Internet Prepaid 


plans without worrying about ad- 
ditional charges and you can use 
it anywhere on the island. It is easy 
to use and access. Choose the 
bundle that suits your budget and 
needs. 


Explore the options that best suit 
your Workcation in Aruba: 
1 Day Plan: 
•	 
10GB Data 
•	 
Valid for 1Day or upon deple- 
tion of your bundle 
•	 
$5.55 


1 Week Plan: 
•	 
50GB Data 
•	 
Valid for 7Day or upon deple- 
tion of your bundle 
•	 
$20 


30 Days Plan: 
•	 
75GB Data 
•	 
Valid for 30Day or upon deple- 
tion of your bundle 
•	 
$55.50 


Imagine strolling along the Aru- 
ban beaches after a productive 
workday or unwinding with a pic- 
turesque sunset as your backdrop 
to a successful day's work. Experi- 
ence the ideal blend of work and 
relaxation in Aruba, supported by 
SETAR's seamless connectivity. Let 
us make your stay in Aruba an ex- 
perience like no other. q 


The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors on the island 


Recently, Ms. Marouska Heyliger had the great pleasure 
to honor a Loyal and friendly visitors of Aruba as Goodwill 
Ambassadors at their home away from home. 


The honorees: 
Robert and Angela Kampwart from New York 


The symbolic honorary title is presented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism, as a token of appreciation to the 
guests who visit Aruba between 10-20-35 and more con- 
secutive years. 


Ms. Marouska Heyliger thanked them for choosing Aruba 
as their vacation destination and as their home away 
from home for so many years together with the members 
of Costa Linda beach resort. 


Top reason for returning provided by the honorees were: 
Warm beautiful weather, the people of the island and 
beautiful beaches.q 
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Best spots to view the sunset 


(Oranjestad)—Today 
we 
celebrate Valentine ’s Day, 
and what can be more ro- 
mantic than surprising your 
partner with a date watch- 
ing the sunset. Aruba’s sun- 
set leave many speechless, 
and luckily, the best spots 
to view the sunset are en- 
tirely accessible and easy 
to find. Here are some of 
the best places to view the 
sunset on the island. 


California Light House 
Of course, being one of the 
highest point easily acces- 
sible to locals and tourists, 


the California Light House 
hill not only offers a tremen- 
dous view of the sunset, but 
also a breath taking scen- 
ery of most of the island. In 
the distance you can spot 
all the hotels, the west- 
ern shoreline and the wild 
waves that crash on the 
northern side of the island. 


Manchebo & Eagle Beach 
Speaking of the western 
shoreline, the best spots 
for viewing the sunset on 
the beach has to be either 
Manchebo Beach or at 
Eagle Beach, which stretch 


along the entire western 
coast of the island starting 
from behind Bucuti & Tara 
Beach Resort up to the 
Amsterdam Manor round- 
about. The sunset on these 
beaches is truly breathtak- 
ing; the sky and ocean look 
so big and spacious, and 
paired with the orange/ 
pink hue of the sunset, the 
white sandy beaches and 
the soft sounds of waves 
crashing—it can only be 
described as an experi- 
ence!* 


Arashi Beach 


Another beach that has to 
be considered as another 
great spot to view the sun- 
set. Arashi Beach is the last 
beach you will find along 
the western coast line, just 
before you drive up the 
hill to the California Light 
House. A favorite for surf- 
ers and body boarders, the 
Arashi sky stretches out for 
miles, lending a spectacu- 
lar canvas for the sun to 
create a masterpiece of 
orange, pink and purple 
hue. 


Hooiberg Hill 
These last two options are 
for more active couples. If 
you and your partner like to 
hike, the Hooiberg Hill may 
be a great place for you to 


get your daily workout in 
and enjoy a beautiful view 
of the sunset and the island 
as a little reward. Climb on 
top the 587-step stairs and 
reach the top to enjoy this 
incredible scenery. 


Casibari Rock Formation 
If you’re a rock climber, you 
might enjoy watching the 
sunset on top of the Casi- 
bari Rock Formation. It’s no 
Yosemite, but it does offer 
a fun little exercise to get 
to the top. But if you pre- 
fer not to get your hands a 
little dirty, you can always 
use the stairs in the back.q 


Editor’s note: This spot may 
be my personal favorite, if 
you couldn’t already tell… 


Aruba To You Expands Its Network with 20 Restaurants and Partners with Property 
Management Companies for Exclusive Promotions 


(Oranjestad)—Aruba To You, Aru- 
ba's innovative food delivery ser- 
vice, continues to expand its offer- 
ings with nearly 20 restaurants now 
part of its platform. In a strategic 
move to enhance dining experi- 
ences for tourists and locals alike, 
Aruba To You is partnering with 
leading property management 
companies to offer special pro- 
motions to their clients. 


Since its inception on March 6, 
2024, Aruba To You has rapidly 
grown, reflecting its commitment 


to connecting customers with a 
wide variety of dining options. The 
service's partnership with property 
management companies aims to 
bring unique dining deals directly 
to the accommodations of visitors, 
enriching their stay on the island. 
"We are excited about these col- 
laborations, which are geared 
towards creating an even more 
memorable experience for guests 
by providing them with conve- 
nient access to some of the best 
food Aruba has to offer right at 
their doorstep," said Gianluca Sar- 


do, Co-founder of Aruba To You. 
Aruba To You invites all property 
management companies on the 
island to join this initiative, aim- 
ing to create a comprehensive 
network that benefits both visi- 
tors and local businesses. Through 
these partnerships, Aruba To You 
reinforces its mission to support 
the local community and drive a 
positive impact on Aruba's tourism 
and hospitality industry. 


For more information about Aruba 
To You, to view the list of partner 


restaurants, or to learn more about 
the special promotions available 
through our property manage- 
ment partners, please visit app. 
arubatoyou.com, contact us via 
email at info@arubatoyou.com, or 
connect with us on WhatsApp at 
+297 568 3974. 
Contact: 
Gianluca Sardo 
Co-founder 
Aruba To You 
Email: info@arubatoyou.com 
Phone: +297 568 3974 
Website: app.arubatoyou.comq 
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seafarers who undertook long voyag- 
es to the high seas, using it to preserve 
fish, raw meat, bacon, and also pick- 
led vegetables. When Dutch naviga- 
tors approached our region, the West 
Indies, and the South American con- 
tinent, upon seeing the large natural 
purple salt flat of the Araya Peninsula 
in Venezuela, they immediately turned 
it into an important salt extraction site. 
During colonial times, ships annually 
set sail back to Europe with hundreds 
of tons of salt. But in 1665, Spanish forc- 
es stopped this “flourishing” illicit indus- 
try, putting an end to Dutch incursions. 


Since the Spanish prevented them from 
this felonious extraction of their salt, the 
next goal for the Dutch WIC was the 
ABC islands: Aruba, Bonaire, and Cu- 
racao. The salt pyramids of Bonaire 
today stand for the ancient salt trade 
of the Caribbean, which has persisted 


over time and in which our sister island 
continues to play an important role. 
In Aruba, the so-called western wet- 
lands measure 392 hectares and in- 
clude five salt lagoons, known locally 
as saliñas. Some of them are located 
between high-rise hotels and residen- 
tial areas, constituting an important 
stopover for hundreds of birds that mi- 
grate between the continents of North 
and South America. During the times 
of salt exploitation, it was common to 
see workers working in the collection of 
the mineral with their bare hands and 
feet and buried up to their knees in the 
mud, doing the work of collecting the 
salt. When the port was expanded in 
1949, some of the salt flats of Oranjes- 
tad disappeared under the sand. 


If you are interested in learning the true 
identity of Aruba, book your visit to Et- 
nia Nativa, home of our chief cultural 
columnist, who has been a trend setter 
since 1994, having the honor to par- 
ticipate in the realization of the island’s 
National Park Project and Archaeo- 
logical Museum. Actually, he contin- 
ues to share the culture of Aruba, with 
the main goal of providing valuable 
knowledge of the island to his visitors. 
Etnia Nativa sets itself apart from the 
rest as a hidden gem by offering a per- 
sonal native touch and providing the 
opportunity to enjoy a diverse array of 
artworks, objects, artifacts, dead dis- 
sected animals, plants, colonial furni- 
ture, unique old photos, etc. Etnia Na- 
tiva is your opportunity to dive to the 
navel of Aruba! 


Book your visit: Whatsapp +297 592 
2702 etnianativa03@gmail.comq 


Salt: an essential and cheap mineral 
Episode CCLX - 260 


Etnia Nativa is a unique cultural and heritage expe- 
rience location that enriches this newspaper with its 
knowledge of authentic island historical traditions, its 
flora, fauna, and artistic expressions. Through its col- 
umn, Island Insight, you will definitely discover Aruba 
from a different perspective. Our island has a very 
valuable intangible cultural living heritage that in- 
cludes traditional practices, expressions, and crafty 
techniques transmitted from generation to genera- 
tion; spreading these traditions is one of Etnia Nativa’s 
main objectives. In this episode, we will share some 
history regarding this precious mineral known as salt 
and it’s processing in Aruba. 


Salt has an essential biological significance necessary 
for our survival and has a very important role in hu- 
man health since it is vital for cellular, brain, nervous 
system, and digestive functions. Due to its importance 
for human and animal survival, it has been valued 
throughout history, with evidence of its mining and 
seawater evaporation production dating back way 
into the Neolithic era (approximately 6,000 BC). 


Solnitsata, a city in Bulgaria, was one of these pre- 
historic centers in Europe’s that had its fundaments 
around the winning of salt and accumulated its 
wealth by supplying the mineral to the entire Balkans. 
Salt was highly valued by the Greeks, Chinese, and 
other great civilizations of antiquity. In the Roman era 
through the middle Ages, salt was a valuable com- 
modity referred to as white gold. The Roman road sys- 
tem also served in the transportation and commerce 
of salt. It is said that the word “salary” comes from the 
Latin word for salt, since it was so valuable that Ro- 
man Legionnaires were sometimes paid in part with 
a bag of salt. However, a “salarium” may have also 
been an allowance paid to Roman soldiers for the 
purchase of salt; however, both of these claims are 
not well established and are considered assumptions. 
As salt is also one of the oldest methods of food pres- 
ervation, it was of great value and importance to 
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National Park Arikok: Aruba’s biggest nature conservation 


The National Park Arikok 
comprises almost 18 % of 
the island. Its rugged ter- 
rain, desert-like hills filled 
with tall cacti, breathtaking 
coastline and protected 
local flora and fauna wel- 
come you to be explored. 
There are numerous animals 
to discover, for example the 
sea turtle who lays his eggs 
on the park’s beaches. 


The national park Arikok 
takes you on a memorable 
journey of the islands past 
offering unique geological, 
cultural and historical sites. 
These can all be enjoyed 
and explored either on your 
own or during guided tours. 
A wide variety of educa- 
tional and informative pro- 
grams and fun activities is 
available. 


Did you know that four of 
the in total seven species 
of sea turtle lay their eggs 
on Aruba's beaches? In the 
national park, a Least Tern 
(Sternula antillarum) keeps a 
strict eye on a very special 
event taking place below 
on the beach: a majestic 
Leatherback (Dermochelys 
coriacea) heads back to 
sea after laying her eggs, 
while another nest laid 2 
months ago by the same 
female hatches—a very 
rare occurrence of daytime 
nesting and hatching. Sea 
turtles prefer nesting in the 
cool and dark hours of the 
night. And hatchlings usually 
wait for the cue of cooling 
surface sand before emerg- 
ing. 


Nature Conservation 
The protected area of Na- 
tional Park Arikok was of- 


ficially established in 2000. 
Arikok National Park is a 
34 square kilometers (7907 
acres) of natural area, lo- 
cated at the north-eastern 
part of Aruba which con- 
tains examples of most of 
the island’s flora and fauna 
against a backdrop of great 
geological complexity. We 
are proud to state that ap- 
proximately 18% of the total 
land area of Aruba is as- 
signed as a National Park, 
to protect and preserve the 
flora, fauna, geology and 
historical remains present 
within Arikok National Park. 


The Landscape 
There is a great geological 
variety within the park. The 
main aspects are the rough 
hills of the volcanic Aruba 
lava formation, the mysteri- 
ous rocks of the batholithic 
quartz-diorite/tonalite, and 
the limestone rocks from fos- 
silized coral. The two tallest 
hills on the island are situat- 
ed within the park. Jamano- 
ta hill 188 meters (617 ft) and 
Arikok hill 176 meters (577 ft), 
from which the name of the 
park is derived. 


The line of the permanently 
wind-and-wave 
beaten 
North Coast is broken by 
several bays (boca’s). Most 
of them are small yet im- 
pressive inlets at the mouth 
of dry riverbeds. Some of 
these bays (boca’s) are 
spectacular sights, adorned 
with white, sandy beaches 
and sand dunes, as is the 
case at Boca Prins and Dos 
Playa. 


Arikok is also home to Con- 
chi, Aruba’s most impor- 
tant natural attraction; also 


known as The Natural Pool. 
The journey to the Pool is 
and adventure by itself and 
only possible by foot, horse, 
ATV or 4×4 vehicle. 


Cultural and Historical 
components 
There are a number of sites 
within the park that attest 
to the history of Aruba. The 
Caquetío Indians left rock 
paintings in Cunucu Arikok 
and Fontein Cave. The bird 
drawing in the park logo is a 
copy of one of these histori- 
cal artistic expressions. 


Old plantation (Cunucus) 
sites tell the story of an ac- 
tive yet challenging agricul- 
tural past. 


These Cunucus were also 
residential areas for the 
few families that worked the 
land. These families found 


ways to survive in the dif- 
ficult conditions, and were 
able to erect their homes 
with materials found in the 
area. Two of these adobe 
houses have been restored. 
Park rangers are learning 
many of the old building 
techniques in order to pre- 
serve this unique Aruban 
mud-house. 
At 
Cunucu 
Arikok and near Plantation 
Prins you can find these 
adobe houses. 


Park Management 
For the management of the 
park, a dedicated foun- 
dation “Fundacion Parke 
Nacional Arikok” (FPNA), 
known today as the Aruba 
National Park Foundation 
was established in July 2003. 
In February 2017, mangrove 
and wetland RAMSAR site 
#198 Spanish Lagoon was 
annexed to Arikok National 
Park due to its importance 
as a feeding and breeding 


area for water birds and as 
a nursery area for a variety 
of marine organisms. With 
this addition, the areas un- 
der 
FPNA 
management 
increased by 70 hectares 
while the amount of spe- 
cies of flora and fauna to 
be conserved to over 250. 
On December 21st, 2018 
(AB 2018 no. 77) Parke Ma- 
rino Aruba – currently con- 
sisting of four marine pro- 
tected areas (MPAs) – was 
officially established and 
subsequently brought un- 
der management of FPNA. 
In 2019 management plans 
will be established for the 
new MPAs which include: 
coral reefs, sea grass beds, 
mangrove systems, a large 
diversity of breeding sea- 
birds. Parke Marino Aruba 
also contains potential shark 
nursery areas, endangered 
sea turtle nesting beaches 
and marine mammal nurs- 
ery areas.q 
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Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information 
that we think may come in 
handy to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: July 01 - July 30 2024 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Kibrahacha : Tel.583 4908 
San Nicolas: 
San Nicolas:Tel. 584 5712 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


By JENNIFER McDERMOTT 
Associated Press 
One method of making 
electricity cleanly to ad- 
dress climate change has 
been quietly advancing 
and on Tuesday it hit a mile- 
stone. 
A California utility is backing 
the largest new geother- 
mal power development 
in the U.S. 400 megawatts 
of clean electricity from 
the Earth’s heat enough for 
some 400,000 homes. 
Southern California Edison 
will purchase the electric- 
ity from Fervo Energy, a 
Houston-based 
geother- 
mal company, Fervo an- 
nounced. 
The company is drilling up 
to 125 wells in southwest 
Utah. 
Clean electricity like this 
reduces the need for tra- 
ditional power plants that 
cause 
climate 
change. 
The boost could go a long 
way toward bringing down 
the cost of a new genera- 
tion of geothermal energy, 
said Wilson Ricks, an energy 
systems researcher at Princ- 
eton University. 
“If these purchases help to 
get this technology off the 
ground, it could be mas- 
sively impactful for global 
decarbonization,” he said. 
Decarbonization refers to 
switching out things that 
produce carbon dioxide 
and methane, which cause 
the climate to change, 
in favor of machines and 
methods that don’t. 
Today the world still relies 
mainly on fossil fuels for 
round-the-clock power. This 
new deal shows that clean 
power can meet a growing 
demand for electricity, said 
Sarah Jewett, vice presi- 
dent of strategy at Fervo. 
“I think that’s why it’s so ex- 
citing. This isn’t a niche en- 
ergy resource going to a 
niche use,” she said. “And 
that is something we have 
not had, you know, readily 
available” and able to be 
scaled up. 
The 
first 
generation 
of 
geothermal plants, for ex- 
ample, The Geysers in Cali- 
fornia, tapped into super- 
heated reservoirs of steam 
or very hot water close to 
the Earth’s surface. Such 
reservoirs are relatively rare. 


A drill rig stands at a Fervo Energy geothermal site under construction near Milford, Utah, Nov. 26, 
2023. 


Associated Press 


A big boost for a climate solution: electricity made 
from the heat of the Earth 


New geothermal compa- 
nies are adapting drilling 
technology and practices 
taken from the oil and gas 
industry to create reservoirs 
from hot rock. That unlocks 
the potential for geother- 
mal energy in many more 
places. 
Engineers 
have 
been working to advance 
the methods for years. 
The United States is one of 
the world leaders in using 
the Earth’s heat to make 
electricity, 
but 
geother- 
mal still accounts for less 
than half a percent of the 
nation’s total large-scale 
electricity generation, ac- 
cording to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration. 
Fervo is pioneering hori- 


zontal drilling in geother- 
mal reservoirs. It signed 
the world’s first corporate 
agreement with Google in 
2021 to develop new geo- 
thermal power and drilled 
three wells in Nevada. That 
project 
began 
sending 
carbon-free electricity onto 
the Nevada grid in Novem- 
ber to power data centers 
there. 
The Cape Station project, 
about 200 miles south of 
Salt Lake City, is expected 
to start delivering electric- 
ity to California as early as 
2026. 
California Energy Commis- 
sion Chair David Hochschild 
said the state is committed 
to clean, zero-carbon elec- 


tricity. He said geothermal 
complements wind and 
solar farms by providing 
steady power when it’s not 
windy or sunny, and that is 
key to ensuring reliability as 
the state cuts fossil fuels.q 
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By W. GRANTHAM-PHILIPS 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Car deal- 
erships in North America 
are still wrestling with major 
disruptions that started last 
week 
with 
cyberattacks 
on a company whose soft- 
ware is used widely in the 
auto retail sales sector. 
CDK Global, a company 
that provides software for 
thousands of auto dealers 
in the U.S. and Canada, 
was hit by back-to-back 
cyberattacks Wednesday. 
That led to an outage that 
has continued to impact 
operations. 
For prospective car buy- 
ers, that’s meant delays 
at dealerships or vehicle 
orders written up by hand. 
There’s no immediate end 
in sight, but CDK says it ex- 
pects the restoration pro- 
cess to take “several days” 
to complete. 
On Monday, Group 1 Auto- 
motive Inc., a $4 billion au- 
tomotive retailer, said it is 
using “alternative process- 
es” to sell cars to its custom- 
ers. Lithia Motors and Au- 
toNation, two other dealer- 
ship chains, also disclosed 
that 
they 
implemented 
workarounds to keep their 
operations going. 
Here is what you need to 
know. 
What is CDK Global?CDK 
Global is a major player 
in the auto sales industry. 
The company, based just 
outside of Chicago in Hoff- 
man Estates, Illinois, pro- 
vides software technology 
to dealers that helps with 
day-to-day operations like 
facilitating vehicle sales, 
financing, insurance and 
repairs. 
CDK 
serves 
more 
than 
15,000 
retail 
locations 
across North America, ac- 
cording to the company. 
What 
happened 
last 
week?CDK 
experienced 
back-to-back 
cyberat- 
tacks on Wednesday. The 
company shut down all of 
its systems after the first at- 
tack out of an abundance 
of caution, according to 
spokesperson Lisa Finney, 
and then shut down most 
systems again following the 
second. 
“We have begun the res- 
toration process,” Finney 


said in an update over the 
weekend noting that the 
company had launched 
an investigation into the 
“cyber incident” with third- 
party experts and notified 
law enforcement. 
“Based on the information 
we have at this time, we 
anticipate that the pro- 
cess will take several days 
to complete, and in the 
interim we are continuing 
to actively engage with 
our customers and provide 
them with alternate ways 
to conduct business,” she 
added. 
In messages to its custom- 
ers, the company has also 
warned of “bad actors” 
posing as members or affili- 
ates of CDK to try to obtain 
system access by contact- 
ing customers. 
It urged them to be cau- 
tious of any attempted 
phishing. 
The incident bore all the 
hallmarks of a ransomware 
attack, in which targets are 
asked to pay a ransom to 
access encrypted files. But 
CDK declined to comment 
directly neither confirm- 
ing or denying if it had re- 
ceived a ransom demand. 
“When you see an attack 
of this kind, it almost always 
ends up being a ransom- 


ware attack,” Cliff Stein- 
hauer, director of informa- 
tion security and engage- 
ment at the National Cy- 
bersecurity Alliance. “We 
see it time and time again 
unfortunately, (particularly 
in) the last couple of years. 
No industry and no organi- 
zation or software compa- 
ny is immune.” 
Are impacted dealerships 
still 
selling 
cars?Several 
major auto companies in- 
cluding Stellantis, Ford and 
BMW confirmed to The As- 
sociated Press last week 
that the CDK outage had 
impacted some of their 
dealers, but that sales op- 
erations continue. 
In light of the ongoing situ- 
ation, a spokesperson for 
Stellantis said Friday that 
many 
dealerships 
had 
switched to manual pro- 
cesses to serve customers. 
That includes writing up or- 
ders by hand. 
A Ford spokesperson add- 
ed that the outage may 
cause “some delays and 
inconveniences at some 
dealers and for some cus- 
tomers.” 
However, many Ford and 
Lincoln customers are still 
getting sales and service 
support through alternative 
routes being used at deal- 


erships. 
“The people who’ve been 
around longer you know, 
guys who have maybe a 
little salt in their hair like me 
we remember how to do 
it before the computers,” 
said John Crane of Hawk 
Auto Group, a Westmont, 
Illinois-based 
dealership 
operator that uses CDK. 
“It’s just a few more steps 
and a little bit more time.” 
Although impacted Hawk 
Auto dealerships are still 
able to serve customers by 
“going back to the basics,” 
Crane added that those 
working in administration 
are still “pulling out our 
hair.” 
He notes that there are 
now stacks of paper await- 
ing processing in place of 
orders that went through 
automatically on a com- 
puter overnight. 
Group 1 Automotive Inc. 
said Monday that the inci- 
dent has disrupted its busi- 
ness applications and pro- 
cesses in its U.S. operations 
that rely on CDK’s dealers’ 
systems. 
The company said that it 
took measures to protect 
and isolate its systems from 
CDK’s platform. 
In regulatory filings, Lithia 
Motors and AutoNation dis- 


closed that last week’s inci- 
dent at CDK had disrupted 
their operations as well. 
Lithia said it activated cy- 
ber incident response pro- 
cedures, which included 
“severing business service 
connections between the 
company’s systems and 
CDK’s.” AutoNation said 
it also took steps to pro- 
tect its systems and data, 
adding that all of its loca- 
tions remain open “albeit 
with lower productivity,” as 
many are served manually 
or through alternative pro- 
cesses. 
HOW 
CAN 
I 
PROTECT 
MYSELF?With many details 
of the cyberattacks still 
unclear, customer privacy 
is also at top of mind es- 
pecially with little known 
about 
what 
information 
may have been compro- 
mised this week. 
If you’ve bought a car 
from a dealership that’s 
used CDK software, cyber- 
security 
security 
experts 
stress that it’s important 
to assume your data may 
have been breached. That 
could potentially include 
“pretty sensitive informa- 
tion,” Steinhauer noted, like 
your social security num- 
ber, employment history, 
income and current or for- 
mer addresses. 
Those 
impacted 
should 
monitor their credit or 
even freeze their credit as 
an added layer of defense 
and consider signing up for 
identify theft monitor insur- 
ance. You’ll also want to 
be wary of any phishing 
attempts. It’s best to make 
sure you have reliable con- 
tact information for a com- 
pany by visiting their offi- 
cial website, for example, 
as scammers sometimes 
try to take advantage of 
news about data breaches 
to gain your trust through 
look-alike emails or phone 
calls. 
Those are some best prac- 
tices to keep in mind 
whether you’re a victim of 
CDK’s data breach or not, 
Steinhauer said. 
“Unfortunately, in this day 
and age, our data is a valu- 
able target and you have 
to make sure that you’re 
taking steps to protect it,” 
he said.q 


Vehicles sit in a row outside a dealership, June 2, 2024, in Lone Tree, Colo. 


Associated Press 


Car dealerships in North America revert to pens and paper after 
cyberattacks on software provider 
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Dodgers pitcher Clayton Kershaw 
has been shut down after 
experiencing lingering soreness 


By JAY COHEN 
AP Baseball Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Clayton 
Kershaw has been shut down for a week after experienc- 
ing lingering soreness in his comeback from left shoulder 
surgery. 
Kershaw, 36, had an MRI that "showed no new incidents," 
manager Dave Roberts said before Monday night's 3-0 
victory at the Chicago White Sox. 
"You go through surgery. You go through rehab. You 
start throwing. You ramp up velocity, workload," Roberts 
said, "and there is bound to be some soreness, and that's 
where we're at. 
"So then you do the scan to see if there's a new incident, 
which there wasn't, so that's why we feel very comfort- 
able and confident that this is just a blip." 
Kershaw had surgery in November, a month after he re- 
corded just one out in Game 1 of the National League Di- 
vision Series against Arizona. The three-time NL Cy Young 
Award winner re-signed with Los Angeles in February, 
staying with his only big league club. 
Kershaw made a rehab start with Class-A Rancho Cu- 
camonga on Wednesday night, throwing 37 pitches while 
working three innings of one-run ball. He was expected to 
throw four innings in his second rehab start Tuesday for 
Triple-A Oklahoma City. 
After he takes a week off from throwing, Kershaw will be- 
gin to ramp up again. 
"A week is not long enough to worry about cutting into 
the buildup that he's already had," Roberts said. "But I 
think it's a way to kind of get us back to get the soreness 
out, so that's the main thing." 
Los Angeles (49-31) is on top of the NL West once again, 
but it has been hit hard by injuries this month. Mookie Betts 
broke his left hand when he was hit by a pitch on June 16. 
Yoshinobu Yamamoto (strained rotator cuff) and Walker 
Buehler (hip inflammation) were placed on the 15-day in- 
jured list, taking the right-handers out of the team's rota- 
tion for now.q 


Los Angeles Dodgers' Clayton Kershaw works out before a 
baseball game against the Colorado Rockies in Los Angeles, 
Sunday, June 2, 2024. 
Associated Press 


No time for a Stanley Cup hangover as 
the NHL offseason is already here 


NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman, left, presents Florida Panthers forward Aleksander Barkov (16) 
with the NHL hockey Stanley Cup after winning the Final against the Edmonton Oilers in Sunrise, 
Fla., Monday, June 24, 2024. 
Associated Press 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer 
The Stanley Cup was still on the ice when 
Patric Hornqvist offered up a sobering 
thought surrounded by former teammates 
and other family revelers holding cans of 
beer during the celebration. 
The newly crowned champion Florida 
Panthers had work to do already because 
the offseason is already here for them and 
the NHL's other 31 teams. 
The buyout window opens Wednesday, 
the draft is Friday and Saturday and the 
start of free agency is Monday, squeezing 
a flurry of activity to prepare for 2024-25 
into a tight window. 
"It's crazy," said Hornqvist, a two-time Cup- 
winning player who's now in Florida's front 
office. "A quick turnaround." 
The season stretching into summer and 
the final between the Panthers and Ed- 
monton Oilers going the distance to 
Game 7 set up this quick turnaround. 
Less than 12 hours after the Cup was 
awarded, Colorado re-signed forward 
Casey Mittelstadt for three more years 
and Winnipeg extended defenseman 
Dylan DeMelo. 
Some teams did not wait to take care 
of business. Boston and Ottawa made a 


major goalie trade finalized Monday night 
sending 2023 Vezina Trophy winner Linus 
Ullmark to the Senators for Joonas Korpisa- 
lo, depth forward Mark Kastelic and a first- 
round pick. The Bruins will be making that 
selection Friday at the Sphere in Las Ve- 
gas long after San Jose leads off the draft 
with the expected choice of Macklin Ce- 
lebrini with the first pick. After the Sharks' 
trying year in the NHL basement, they are 
eager for the draft, trade and free agent 
frenzy to get underway. 
"Kind of a little bit scrambling and busy 
time, but I think everyone's been doing 
their homework and people will be pre- 
pared," general manager Mike Grier said. 
"This is a rewarding week for the franchise 
and for our scouts, who have done a ton 
of work. ... It's an exciting time. We're look- 
ing forward to it. It's busy, but it's a fun time 
in the end." 
It should be fun for players such as 57- 
goal scorer Sam Reinhart, who also got 
the Cup clincher, and others such as Jake 
Guentzel and 2023 playoff MVP Jonathan 
Marchessault who are set to cash in as 
pending free agents. Less so for those on 
the trade market and potentially on the 
move, from Anaheim's Trevor Zegras to To- 
ronto's Mitch Marner.q 
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By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
Bryson DeChambeau is a 
U.S. Open champion, and 
for now that will have to do. 
He is among the great en- 
tertainers in golf, with a You- 
Tube channel approach- 
ing 800,000 subscribers. He 
certainly is among the best 
players over the last three 
months. Just look at his re- 
cord in the majors a tie for 
sixth in the Masters, runner- 
up by one birdie putt in the 
PGA Championship, con- 
queror of the toughest test 
in golf to win the U.S. Open. 
His swing speed is faster. His 
world ranking is climbing 
higher. His appeal is stron- 
ger. That’s as close as De- 
Chambeau gets to being 
part of the Olympics. 
The four Americans head- 
ing to the Paris Games are 
Masters champion Scottie 
Scheffler, PGA champion 
Xander 
Schauffele, 
Col- 
lin Morikawa and past U.S. 
Open 
champion 
Wynd- 
ham Clark. 
DeChambeau, who started 
the year at No. 155 in the 
world ranking and reached 
No. 10 while playing in only 
three tournaments, is the 
second alternate. 
“It’s disappointing, but I 
understand the decisions 
I 
made,” 
DeChambeau 
said. 
That decision was to take 
Saudi riches two years ago 
to join LIV Golf, a league 
that has teams and shotgun 
starts for 54 holes against 
(mostly) the same 54 play- 
ers all season. It offers De- 
Chambeau a chance to 
take his talents around the 
world, and it affords him 
time to create content 
making him as popular as 
ever. 
The Olympics always was 
going to be a long shot. 
LIV 
Golf 
doesn’t 
offer 
world ranking points and 
DeChambeau knew that 
when he signed up. He was 
competing against Ameri- 


cans who had a steady 
diet of big events with big 
points. 
Is there an injustice? Not re- 
ally. 
DeChambeau missing out 
on the Olympics (again) 
has nothing to do with the 
Official World Golf Ranking 
choosing not to recognize 
what amounts to a closed 
shop at LIV Golf. The prob- 
lem is golf is a sport where 
the OWGR is the most logi- 
cal way to determine who 
plays. 
The International Golf Fed- 
eration the worldwide gov- 
erning body for golf chose 
to use the world ranking to 
set the 60-man field when 
golf returned to the Olym- 
pics in 2016. 
“It was the best way to 
determine the top players 
and balance the strength 
of field with diversity,” said 
Antony Scanlon, the IGF ex- 


ecutive with a strong back- 
ground in the Olympics. 
The Olympics is not the 
strongest 
field 
because 
of that diversity, which is 
bringing players from 32 
countries Switzerland and 
Malaysia, included to Le 
Golf National in early Au- 
gust. 
But it’s the Olympics. And 
someone is always going to 
get left out. 
It makes little sense to fill 
the field based on a tour 
because each tour has 
players from all over the 
world, and the best of the 
lot are on the PGA Tour. It’s 
been that way for 20 years. 
LIV has bought its share of 
big-time players, but how 
to measure them when it’s 
(mostly) the same 54 was 
one of the key reasons the 
OWGR board chose not to 
give them points. 
At the heart of the OWGR 


decision 
was 
measuring 
them against two dozen 
other tours that operate 
nothing like LIV. 
Players knew when they 
signed up for LIV that it 
would be a tough road. 
That’s why it’s worth cel- 
ebrating David Puig of 
Spain, who joined LIV out of 
Arizona State and played 
the Asian Tour whenever 
he could to accumulate 
points. 
Joaquin Niemann of Chile 
did the same, which not 
only earned him an invita- 
tion to the Masters, he did 
well enough to secure his 
spot in the Olympics again. 
Carlos Ortiz won in Oman 
on the Asian Tour, which 
helped his cause. 
“I’ve done my best up un- 
til now to give myself a 
chance according to the 
OWGR, but I realize and 
respect where the current 


situation of the game is, 
albeit it’s frustrating and 
disappointing,” DeCham- 
beau said. “Hopefully 2028 
will be a little different situa- 
tion, and it will make it that 
much sweeter.” 
He played well in the ma- 
jors. But his best chance? 
DeChambeau, who missed 
three straight cuts before 
joining LIV in June 2022, has 
played only one tourna- 
ment outside LIV and the 
majors over the last two 
years. Maybe he could 
have helped his chances 
by playing an Asian Tour or 
in Australia. Maybe that’s 
not what he wanted to do, 
which is fine. 
His record in the majors is 
second to none. On LIV 
Golf this year, he is 12th in 
the standings. 
Clark has only one top 10 
(and two missed cuts) in 
his last five starts. But golf is 
measured over time, and 
he won the Wells Fargo 
Championship 
last 
year 
and then the U.S. Open, 
and he shot 60 to win the 
rain-shortened AT&T Peb- 
ble Beach. 
Morikawa played in the 
final group of two majors 
and has risen from No. 20 
to No. 7 in the world since 
the 
Masters. 
Scheffler’s 
and Schauffele’s records 
need no explanation. They 
earned their spots in Paris. 
DeChambeau almost did, 
and he said all the right 
things when asked if he 
should be going to the 
Olympics. Perhaps it will be 
different for 2028, suggest- 
ing slightly better (or more) 
results, or even a more eq- 
uitable 
OWGR 
situation 
with LIV. “There’s another 
one four years later,” he 
said. Then again, DeCham- 
beau knows not to count 
on that. 
He was part of the U.S. 
squad for the Tokyo Games 
until he tested positive for 
COVID-19 and never made 
it to Japan.q 


Bryson DeChambeau celebrates after winning the U.S. Open golf tournament Sunday, June 16, 
2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. 
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Analysis: Bryson DeChambeau had his chances to make the Olympics 


